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Bringing people together 


OUR WORLD, OUR TIMES 


A new project bridges 
barriers in Glasgow 


e aim (writes Bill Cowie, of 
Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay 
Branch) was to give a group of 

people fram Glasgow, who for a variety 
of reasons feel socially excluded, a 
chance to see what Glasgow offers its 
citizens from an artistic social and 
cultural viewpoint. Most of the 
volunteers were Scottish, but we also 
drew a few from further afield such as 
Leicester - and the lively bunch of ‘old 
timers’ came from the Dixon Centre in 
the south of the city. 


This was a joint project between Toc H 
and Strathclyde University Senior 
Studies Institute (SSI). It took place in 
the University, and was adjudged a 
great success by all involved. 


Most mornings were spent on an 
ambitious art project - to create a 
banner (see photo) commemorating 
the event, recognising that 1999 was 
the International Year of the Older 
Person. This was led by the very 
talented Art Tutor from the University 
SSI, Jennifer Stevenson, who had a 
great gift of bringing out latent talents. 
Other art students from the SSI also 
came to help. 


Toc H 


Toc H Is about people. Founded In 1915, 
Toc H works to break down barriers 
between people by challenging thelr 
prejudices about others and the divisions 
which exist In society. Its work Is based on 
Christian principles, and people of all 
falths, and of none, are welcomed. 

Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 
tackling social problems, such as loneliness and 
deprivation, through an approach which 
emphasises self-help, and encourages people 
to accept responsibility for themselves and 
their local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to offer 
four personal challenges which are the 
inspiration for its members. 


Toc H is a registered charity No 211042. 


Most afternoons were spent exploring 
the city’s treasures such as the Gallery 
of Modern Art, The Lighthouse Museum 
(featuring works of the city’s most 
famous architects), the Transport 
Museum, and so on. By contrast, 
Wednesday was spent on a coach 
outing exploring some of Scotland's 
finest scenery, including the Gareloch, 
and Loch Lomond. 


A final party on the Friday, to which 
the staff of the SSI were all invited, 
celebrated the completion of the 
banner, which depicts the ‘tree of life’. 
It will be exhibited in Glasgow, 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 

1. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - to 
welcome all in friendship, 

2. Service - ‘To Build Bravely’ - to give 
personal service. 

3. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Fairly’ - to 
listen always to the views of others and 
to find one’s own convictions. 

4. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness Humbly' 
- to acknowledge the spiritual nature of 
man, to practise the Christian way of life, 
and to help the truth to prevail. 


Point 3 Is the magazine of Toc H. It takes its 
name from the 3rd Palnt of the Compass. 


Our Vision is of a Movement 
‘Bullding better communities by 
reaching out to all In friendship and service, 
confronting prejudice, and practising 
Christian values’. 


Edinburgh and Stirling. The whole 
project was an outstanding success, 
and the volunteers, most on their 
first Toc H project, want to do 
something similar again... a view 
echoed by Lesley Hart, Head of the 
SSI in her summing up speech. 
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entral Council was a weekend of mixed 

emotions. All present were well aware that 

we had had a sad and painful year, with the 
death of Mike Lyddiard and the recent staff 
redundancies. There was real recognition of the debt 
owed to the CEC and its officers, and Ken Prideaux- 


UNDER 16 MEMBERSHIP 


John Dickson (CEC) reported 
that we were now organised and 
ready to welcome youngsters 
between 8 and 16, and a special 
form was available from Central 
Services. A voluntary ‘uncle’ had 
been found to keep in touch with 
them, David Bonstow. David is a 
project volunteer currently doing 
a course in Youth and Community 
work. 


Uncle’ David Bonstow, calling all younger members! 


CHAIRMAN’S SPEECH 


Peter Ellis reflected on how, 
over the past few years, people 
had looked forward to Mike 
Lyddiard's talk as a highlight of 
Council, and on the tragic loss 
to Toc H that Mike's death 
represented. He did, however, 
see causes for encouragement. 
He was encouraged by the wide 
variety of service undertaken 
by dedicated, even if elderly, 
members. He spoke of the 
richness of our resources, 
especially our various centres 
of work. He was glad Council 
had not just focused on worries 
about staff levels and so forth 
but had looked ahead as well. 
He thanked the staff at Central 
Services for their response to 
Mike's death, and he also paid 
a special tribute to Di Claxton 
for handling all the painful 
work relating to recent staff 
redundancies. 


TIME FOR CHANCE 


Council agrees to change our constitution 


resolution, proposed by 
Ken-Prideaux Brune, 
asked Council to start a 


process which would lead to 
Toc H adopting a new type of 
constitution. Ken felt it should 
replace the Royal Charter. After 
debate, however, Council decided 
that we should also consider 
amending the Royal Charter as 
an alternative to surrendering it. 
it was resolved that next year's 
CEC should bring to Central 
Council 2000 (or earlier if 
possible) EITHER proposals for 
amending our Royal Charter OR 


proposals for surrendering it and 
adopting a different type of 
constitution altogether. 


There was broad agreement that 
some change was essential. 

Ken, in his opening speech, argued 
that Toc H would only survive if 
we were prepared to go for radical 
change. The Charter, he argued, 
was no longer appropriate, for a 
number of reasons. One was 

that it was drafted long before 
the 1992 Chanties Act. This left us 
in a cumbersome situation with 
70+ Trustees (i.e. the Central 
Councillors). 


Brune, for ‘holding the fort’ in such a difficult year. 
Later in the weekend Council looked forward 
positively, by considering our constitutional needs for 
the future, and on the final morning a session ‘The 
Heart of Toc H’ reminded Council of what Toc H can, 
and does, achieve in people's lives. 


CEC 1999/2000 


Fi mie 


a 
new Chairman and Vice-Chair, Arthur Heffernan and 
Ann Puddicombe. 

Council elected four new members 
to join the CEC for a period of 
three years. These were: 

Harry Graham (Mid East Region), 
John Stevens (Southern Region), 
Sybil Rimmer (N.Wales and N.West 
Region) and Ken Cockerton 
(S.East Region). At its first 
meeting later in the weekend the 
CEC also co-opted Darrell Christie 
(N.Wales and N.West) and Pam 
Elliott (N.East). Arthur Heffernan 
was elected as CEC Chairman for 
the year, and Ann Puddicombe 
was elected as Vice-Chair. 


Various speakers expressed 
anxiety about losing the Charter, 
which they saw as an ‘accolade’. 
Proposing the successful 
amendment (which opened up 
the possibility of changing the 
Charter, rather than 
surrendering it) Derek Ridgway 
argued that the best solution 
was to keep the Royal Charter, 
and the ‘kudos’ it bestowed on 
Toc H, but with some changes 
which would make it suit Toc H 
better in the 21st Century. 


The amended resolution was 
carried by a large majority. 
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REPORT 


he Annuali Report and Accounts were presented by 

Di Ciaxton (Vice-Chair) and Jeremy Topham (Hon 

Treasurer). This was for the year to the end of 
March 1999, but they also brought Council up to date with 
happenings since then. 


In 1998 we had seen staff cuts to reduce our deficit. Since 
then, however, it had become clear that more savings were 
essential. Our fundraising strategy had not produced the 
desired result, and the CEC felt we had to move to a 
situation where we were not dependent on external funding. 
The CEC had involved members in these decisions via a 
wide-ranging consultation about the future. 


RECENT CUTS 


As a result, more redundancies took place this autumn. 

The posts at Central Services have been reduced to eight 
(and these are set out on the back page - Ed). Di explained 
that we needed to vacate the present building at Wendover, 
which was much too large now, and discussions about the 
alternative are taking place. 


There were also three redundancies in the field - Tom Berry, 
Barry Englefield and Stuart Wroe. Di explained the process 
that had led to these three redundancies, which, with certain 
necessary exceptions, had been on the ‘last-in, first-out’ 
basis. None of the redundancies were a personal reflection 
on the work of those who had, sadly, been asked to go. 


CURRENT FINANCES 


Jeremy ran through the figures for last year (shown elsewhere on 
this page), and explained that, although on paper our assets were 
over £4m, in fact only about half of this was available for use, as 

the other half included the value of properties, some restricted funds, 
and branch and regional money. He also gave an update on Toc H 
shops explaining that they were not yet generating the planned 
income. An appeal was made for help (see back page notice). 


LOOKING AHEAD 


Di closed the report by giving a brief overview of Toc H 
activities. She felt that there were many good ideas already 
in place for Toc H development. These would be fine if we 
did not think too big, but were realistic and used what we 
had got. She ended by telling Council that the CEC had, 
during the year, thought hard about a proper focus for 

Toc H, but finally decided that the current Vision Statement 
(see front page - Ed), with its emphasis on community 
building, was right. 


ay 
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Sally Courtney, now In charge of accounts at Wendover, with Mike Rowlands, Manager of Lindridge House 


Extracts from the Accounts for 1998/99 - 
(the full Accounts are available, on request, 
from Central Services) 


INCOME 98/99 97/98 
£ £ 
Subscription and Donations. 491,022 449,993 
Legacies 203,353 185,443 
Grants 181,086 168,532 
Investment Income 124,856 141,154 
Net gains on disposable assets 38,906 98,444 
Other income 102,085 221,724 
Canteen, shops and Hostellers - 257,231 
TOTAL INCOME 1,141,308 1,522,521 
EXPENDITURE 
Charitable expenditure 1,135.021 1,639,829 
Fundraising and publicity 95,696 170,889 
Management and Administration 107,576 154,008 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 1,338,293 1,964,726 
NET (DEFICIT) -196,985 -442,205 
Gains (Losses) on 
Investment Assets: 
Realised: -2,898 135,051 
Unrealised: 1,131 336,399 
Net Movement of Funds: 198,752 29,245 


FUND BALANCES BROUGHT 
FORWARD AT 1/4/98: 4,493,958 4,464,713 
FUND BALANCES BROUGHT 


FORWARD AT 31/3/99: 4,295,206 4,493,958 


SUMMARY BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31/3/99 


FIXED ASSETS: 

Tangible fixed assets 969,723 1.081,385 
Investments 2,511,438 2,618,125 
LOAN 


Talbot House 
Association, Belgium 39,533 39,533 


3,520,694 3,739,043 


CURRENT ASSETS; 

Sundry debtors and 

advance payments 158,428 58,300 

Building Society and 

cash deposits. 636,139 572,814 

Cash at bank or with 

Branches/Regions 115,441 276,199 
910,008 907,313 

LESS CURRENT 

LIABILITIES 

Sundry creditors 

and accruals 68,440 104,788 

Loans from 

Branches/Members 67,056 47,610 
135,496 152,398 

774,512 754,915 


NET ASSETS LESS 


CURRENT LIABILITIES 4,295,206 4,493,958 


CENTRAL COUNCIL 


‘The Heart of Toc H’ 


uring the Central Council 

weekend, those present heard 

talks by people whose lives had 
been deeply touched by Toc H. The three 
small extracts we print here 
came from, respectively, a member 
of a Friendship Circle (now also a Central 
Councillor), a member of the Families 
Project in Cheshire, and a Project 
volunteer (now also a member of the 
CEG: 
Five years ago my prospects were bleak. 
] was isolated and without friends and 
retired on the grounds of mental 
ill-health. Not many wanted to know me 
or help me to use what talents | might 
still have. Then | saw an advertisement 
by Toc H to make friends. Little did | 
know what was to follow. 


| met Cliff Newman (former 
Development Officer, N.Wales - Ed) 

and he wanted help to form a 
Friendship Circle in Llandudno for people 
isolated and having the stigma of 
mental illness. Despite some hostility 
and setbacks, it was formed. The group 
has been meeting ever since. | found 
that Toc H trusted me to work 
alongside people with very difficult and 
challenging problems. | discovered | 
could use my experience of the 
darkness, perplexing states 

of mind, depression, despair, anguish 
and rejection. Even though we might 
not be able to heal difficult conditions 
we showed that we cared and 

were alongside them. It was a 
transformation for us because for those 
two hours we were not labelled or 
judged but experienced the warmth of 
sympathy and compassion. 


We all have disabilities but we are still 
human. If we have faith and learn to 
love the apparently disfigured and 
hating beings, then true joy and 
friendship are experienced. In the dark 
times there is a glimmer of hope. Little 
deeds of kindness are the true measure 
of Christianity - Jesus loved the widow’s 
mite. | am slowly beginning to disregard 
the world’s view of me and my friends 
and concentrate on discovering what 
God is trying to reveal to us all. Now | 


have many friends and some prayers 
have been answered in full. When you 
love with all your heart, then watch out 
for the love you get in return. 

Barry Broadmeadow 


| am a carer for my wife, Mary, who 
suffers with Grand Mal Epilepsy. We have 
four children, aged between 13 and six 
years old. In 1995 | had to give up my 
work as a security guard, with five years’ 
service, to look after my family. 

Living with epilepsy is like living with a 
time-bomb, and becoming involved in 
Toc H was a real relief. It took pressure 
off me and my wife. Mary helps out in 
the Toc H Café when she can. | have 
been on many projects before doing my 
project-leader training. | now take other 
families away to different places. | feel 
useful and | have developed many skills, 
including driving a barge! 

] feel better as a person because 

Toc H is meeting my needs and | 

can help others. My story is similar 

to that of many other families in the 
group who have been helped by each 
other through Toc H. | am looking 
forward to widening my experience in 
Toc H. 


Brian Martindale 
My first contact with Toc H was ten 


years ago, when | was just 16. | signed 
up to do a children’s project in 
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Rotherham. | was terribly nervous, but | 
thought | knew roughly what to expect. | 
was wrong! | thought | would just be 
looking after children - | never bargained 
on making so many friends, and on 
feeling so welcomed and valued. 


Through the last ten years | have 
experienced many highs; gaining a 
degree, becoming a teacher, going 

to America. However, as with any-one, 
there have also been lows. | had 
difficulties finding a job once | had 
qualified as a teacher. | had an incredibly 
tough time in my first year. Like many 
people | have also had to cope with the 
breakdown of emotional relationships. 
I've felt my self-esteem plunge to an all- 
time low. I've lost confidence and even 
hope... but Toc H has ensured that I've 
never completely lost faith in myself. 


Throughout my good times and my 
struggles, Toc H has been there. When | 
was down, Toc H people picked me up. 
With words, smiles, a friendly gesture or 
a hug, you have made me fee! 
worthwhile...Toc H has always had faith 
in me. There's always been someone 
leading me on to the next challenge - 
and always someone helping me 
through it... 

The support of Tac H has made me the 
person | am today - and for that I'm 
really grateful. 


Andrea Fairhurst 


Welcome to our New Members 


Catherine Dean, 

John Matthews - Chiltem Hills 
Lilian Darley, 

Michael Grant - Codsall! 

Ruth Lyddiard - Kempston 
Margaret Williams - Llandudno 


Doreen Lawson - Ripon 

Joan Davis, 

Elisabeth Jarvis, 

Joyce Richards - Rushden Royal 
Roland Woodland - Sutton-on-Sea 
Andrew McGough - Tyne & Wear 


Guest and Junior Members 


Nicola Dean, Aaron Currington, 
Scott Rosborough - S.E.Region 
Olive Casboult, Freda Coates, 
Helen Dalby - M.E.Region 

Held! Chatwin, Sharon England, 
Beverley Hills, Linda Moorhouse, 
Christina Scarf - N.E.Region 
Sheryl Hughes, Julie Melville, 


Sheryl Sandham Nicola Blundell, 
Julie Carlon, Darran Evans - N.Wales 
and N.West Region 

Alyson Warren - Scotland 

Raymond Anidjah - Southern Region 
Lisa Heritage, Abigail Tyler - W.Mids 
and S.Wales Region. 


Welcome to 33 New Members 


T 
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She stressed that she was not suggesting members 
should pay this out of their own pockets - but everyone 
could do a bit of fundraising to get the £2 per week 
needed. ‘The sense of fellowship within Toc H is still 
strong,’ she said. ‘| believe it is time that we all worked 
together to overcome our financial problems. 


Andrea reported that she had already received £200 as 

a result of pledges already made, and hoped that would 
increase swiftly. As a concrete reminder of the challenge, all 
Councillors were then presented with a canister of ‘Pledge’ 
polish (very kindly donated by the manufacturers, Johnson 


tS ASKED 
y THE PLEDGE’ 


ndrea Fairhurst (CEC) challenged Councillors and 
A all other members to pledge themselves to tackle 
Toc H's financial problems. She pointed out that 
the deficit at last year’s Council worked out at £100 per 


member - so if every member pledged themselves to raise 
an extra £100, we could solve the problem. 


Andrea and John - with ‘Piedge*! 


Wax Ltd, at the request of John Burgess!). Andrea said we 
must all work for a ‘shinier, brighter’ future! She was later 
thanked for her ‘polished’ performance! 


GETTING PEOPLE MOVING 


ince Taylor writes about 
an exciting new scheme 
in N.Worcestershire. 


The Toc H Wyre Forest Branch have 
come up in the world. We have 
moved into a prestigious office block 
in the centre of Bewdley! Actually our 
‘upper room’ is in the tower of St 
Anne’s Church, with traffic and people 
milling all around us. This has become 
the operational centre for our 
‘Thumb-a-Lift’ voluntary car service, 
and we hope it will also be a good 
place to meet the general public. 


We are funded by Worcestershire 


STAMP-STICKING FOR 


County Council to complement public 
transport. This is to provide support 
for people in the north-west of the 
county who cannot use buses or 
trains for essential journeys. This 
may be because they live remote 
from regular services, or because 
they physically cannot access today's 
vehicles. This valuable and rewarding 
service is being provided by members 
and volunteers together, and we hear 
the same story from both passengers 
and drivers - they all appreciate the 
very good company. 


Our area has now trebled. We are 


The presentatlon:(left to right) Bill Kestell, PLYMCO Store Manager; Ciir Mrs B.Errington; Phyllis Wright (Toc H 
5.W.Reglon Chair); Janet Russell (Crewkerne Toc H) and Lindridge Centre Manager, Mike Rowlands. 


therefore now working more closely 
with other charities to help the 
various groups of people who find it 
increasingly difficult to get to medical 
appointments, opticians, social visits 
and shops. 


This is only one part of our service 

to the community. We continue to meet 
on Monday evenings, but if any 
member is planning to visit Bewdley 
(or if any branch wants to know more 
about setting up such a scheme - Ed), 
do give us a call and come and find us: 
Toc H ‘Thumb-a-Lift’, St Anne's 
Church Centre, Load St., Bewdley, 
Worcs DY12 2EQ 01299-405820. 
10-00am to 1-O0pm weekdays. 


LINDRIDGE 


T ens of thousands of Co-op 
‘Divvy’ stamps have been 
stuck into books over the past 
few months - resulting in a bonus of 
£1290 for Lindridge House. At a 
presentation in August, Mr Bill Kestell, 
Store Manager of PLYMCO, handed 
over the cheque. As Mike Rowlands, 
Lindridge Centre Manager said, ‘It 
was a mammoth task - a long and 
sticky job,’ and he paid tribute to the 
help received from many individual 
members and Toc H branches - and 
also the Bristol Carers. 

The money will be used for additional 
items for the house. Priorities are a 
cot and high chair, and the purchase 
and installation of an upstairs 
shower unit - and that will still leave 
some more for future use. 
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MEMBERS HONOURED 
ongratulations to three members 


whose outstanding community work 
has recently been honoured by others. 


Phil Watling, of Potters Bar and Goffs Oak 
Branch, has been awarded the Paul Harris 
Award by his Rotary Club. This award, 
named after the founder of Rotary 
International, is the highest award that 
Rotary can give. It was in recognition for 
his work for the Rotary Club, the local 
community and Toc H. The President of 
the Club said, ‘Anyone who wants help, 
Phil is just there - you don't ask him, he 


FAMILY FROLICS AT HUTTON-/: 


T his project was a holiday for 
a number of families ‘under 
pressure’. They were joined 
by a team of volunteers who 


entertained the children and gave the 
parents a break. 


Lisa Heritage, one of the volunteers, 
wrote that she didn't know what to 
expect...or what anyone would be like, 
but found that ‘There was always 4 
friendly atmosphere between everyone 
and I never sensed any bitterness or 
nastiness, only the brilliant sense of 


ŻLE 
humour which evsr yoii seemed to 
share’. She summed it up ‘All the 
leaders and volunteers were very 
supportive and good fun, giving the 
whole week a very relaxed and 
enjoyable atmosphere, which | 
thoroughly enjoyed. The setting was 
perfect, very peaceful and quiet. It 
was brilliant. However, | did feel that 
just as we had got to know everybody 
well, it was time to leave, knowing 
we might not see each other again, 
which was really sad’. 


just turns up. His whole life is spent 
helping others’. 

Jack Holland, of Buckingham Branch, was 
chosen as Buckingham's Citizen of the 
Year. He was nominated by the staff at 

a local home for adults with learning 
disabilities, where he is a frequent helpful 
visitor. Manager Pamela Cunningham said, 
‘He is a kind, genuine man who is loved 
by all the staff and residents. He is a 
member of Toc H and carries his Christian 
beliefs throughout every day’. 

Desmond Bonner, secretary of 
Buckingham Branch, was also nominated 
for the Citizen of the Year Award - in 
recognition of the tremendous amount of 
work he does, both for and through the 
Toc H Branch, and at the local hospital. 


PLAYING FOR ENGLAND 


elton Mowbray Branches have been instrumental in 

helping Jeffrey Jarvis represent England in the World 

Table Tennis Championships for players with leaming 
difficulties. Jeffrey recently returned from the British Table 
Tennis Open to hear news of his selection for the national 
squad. The local branches immediately responded by agreeing 
to sponsor his preparation, training, and the cost of his trip to 
Portugal for the Championship. Our photo shows Jeffrey 
receiving a cheque from Joyce Beeken, Chairperson of Melton 
Mowbray Afternoon Branch and organiser of the Toc H 
Friendship Circle (of both of which Jeffrey is a member). 
Dennis Beech, Jeffrey’s coach, thanked Toc H - ‘Englana’s top 
players often rely on local help to compete at the highest level 
and the support of Jeffrey by Toc H is very much appreciated.’ 
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IN BRIEF 


Toc H ran an ‘Awareness Day’ in Bedale, N.Yorks, in October as 
part of One World Week. After a lunch, a variety of activities 
took place on the theme of ‘A fairer future’. 


Broughton Astley (Men's) Branch, in Leics, marked its 50th 
birthday with a Rededication Service and Social Evening. 
Present were Ken Prideaux-Brune, (acting Director) and his 
wife Barbara, and Regional Chairman Harry Graham, with 
Megan. The event was supported by members from other 
branches in the county, and clergy from the parish and 
Baptist churches in the village also took part. Everyone 
enjoyed the event, and members have vowed to keep the 
Toc H light burning in the village for many years to come. 


News of Toc H Week continues to come in. Ripon Toc H held 
a family fun day, including a Teddy Bears’ picnic, crafts and 
games, music and cream teas. Some miles further south, 
Sheaf Branch, in Sheffield, organised various related events, 
although they could not be in Toc H week itself. These 
included a ‘Families Week’ for local families who had not had 
a holiday away from home, and included a seaside outing. A 
second project called ‘Friends and Carers’ took place at Alison 
House in October. This was for older people, or people with 
disabilities, who could not go away on holiday on their own, 
and for carers who could arrange respite care for their 
relatives. Because of Toc H's desperate need for funds, the 
Branch is also running an extended event - ‘A Mile of Pennies’ 
- throughout the year, and plan to ensure that, altogether, 
the Branch will raise over £1000 for the Family Purse. 
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ərge Davis, whe uied in October aged 92, 
as one of the great characters of Toc H. 
He joined in Madras in 1930, where he had 
been posted as a young businessman, and 
became a totally committed member. He 
held every office at branch level, became 
Secretary of the South India Toc H 
Executive, and later became its Chairman. 
When Toc H India had outgrown its original 
organisation, a Council for South India was 
set up, and George became its Secretary, 
and then Commissioner, until he returned to 
the UK in 1955. He joined the CEC here 
soon after his return, and became Chairman 
in 1963. In 1964 he was appointed Honorary 
Administrator (the post we now recognise 
as Director). During his years in office, 
despite his demanding full-time work as a 
businessman, he was tireless in promoting 


Sidney Ruck, who died in October, aged 79, 
joined Toc H soon after his move to 
Tonbridge from London in 1959, and served 
the branch as Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer. For over 15 years he arranged 
coach trips to take disabled youngsters to 
the Lord Mayor's Show, and he was part of 
a regular Christmas project to provide 
hampers for elderly people. He was also 
much involved with the Church, CAB, and 
National Trust. He will be greatly missed. 


Raymond Manton, who died in October, 
joined Toc H in Wellingborough in 1971, and 
was a great help for many years with the 
House to House Library Service. On moving 
to Spalding he became an active member of 
Spalding Branch and despite his final two 
years of ill-health, always stayed interested 
in the branch and its activities. We give 
thanks for his life. EV 


Doris Turner was 97 years of age when she 
died in September. She had been a member 


THINKING OF THE ETERNAL 
REALITIES - No 1 

Padre Douglas Bridge-Collins, of Orston 
Branch, has sent us a number of short 
reflections on the Eternal Realities, with 
the focus on Meditation. We shall be 
printing one of these in each of our next 
few issues. 

There seems to be at the present time 
with some folks an increasing thirst for 


TRIBUTES 


Toc H, not just in the UK but worldwide - 
and he maintained strong Jinks with Toc H in 
other countries. He often combined visits to 
Toc H elsewhere with his overseas business 
trips. He also played an important part in 
preparing the way for full integration of 

Toc H and the Toc H Women's Association. 
In later years, as a Toc H Vice-President, he 
attended Central Council whenever he could 
and played a full, and often challenging, part 
in the proceedings. Right to his death, 
despite severely impaired sight and hearing, 
he retained his interest in, and love for, 

Toc H. 


George was a generous man who loved 
widely and was widely loved. We give 
thanks to God for his life and leadership. 


GWUL/JEM 


of Morecambe Branch for over 40 years, 
and in her younger days had been a very 
active member, holding office as Treasurer 
at one stage. She stayed alert until the end 
and always took an interest in Toc H and 
helped others when she could. The Branch 
give thanks for her life and the good work 
she did for Toc H and others. BC/JI 


Keith Brownbill, who died very suddenly in 
October, will be sadly missed by the group 
at the Castlefields Community Centre Cafe 
project and by Halton Branch. JW 


Nora and Don Cullen, who died within nine 
weeks of each other in July and September, 
were both loyal and keenly committed 
members of Melton Mowbray Evening 
Branch. Nora, small of stature, was a giant 
of purpose. A warm welcoming person, she 
made friends easily, and worked tirelessly 
for her church. She always put others’ 
needs before her own. Don was also totally 
committed, serving Toc H as a Central 


things spiritual. If you are one of them, 
some thoughts about meditation may 

be helpful. 

The aim of meditation is to bring our 
thoughts into touch with the ultimate 
reality. That reality may be named in many 
ways, as Divine or as God, as the source of 
all being, and so on. No term can be wholly 
correct in human language and nor can the 
pronoun He or She. Perhaps the best we 


OBITUARIES 


Councillor and as a member of the Central 
Executive, and he held various offices at 
Regiona! and District level. He was 
meticulous in his preparation and always 
prepared to ask the difficult question. His 
outbursts did not always endear him to 
everyone, but they were always in the 
search for truth, and he would always be 
the first to apologise to those he had upset. 
His friendship was reliable, and he was 
greatly valued. Nora's and Don's example 
and friendship continue to live through 
those who knew them. JAB 


Doris Rogers, who died in October, had 
been with Wallasey Branch for eight years. 
She was always very active and willing to 
help when needed, even though she 
recently celebrated her 89th birthday. She 
was an inspiration to all, and had regularly 
attended her church for over 60 years. A 
real character and a true Christian. PM 


Robert Stewart, who died in July, had been 
a long-standing member of Uxbridge Branch 
and held many offices there. On his move to 
Melton Mowbray in the 1980s, he became a 
very valued member of the Branch and a 
stalwart member of the local church. He is 
sadly missed by all his friends here. JDB 


Peter Duffield, who died in August, had 
been a member of the former Sprowston 
Branch. During the post-war years he 
quietly influenced the well-being of the 
branch and provided transport for branch 
visits to the local Psychiatric Hospital. When 
the Branch became homeless, he welcomed 
us to his business Conference Room for 
meetings. As well as Toc H, he was involved 
in many other activities locally, especially the 
Church. He will indeed be sadly missed. LL 


can do is to say “the Ultimate One" or “the 
one in whom we live and move and have 
our being”. Yet meditation can find a Being 
who is in some ways profound and in 
athers simple, who is loving and caring and 
is gentle with our stammerings. Any term, 
He or She, or whatever, has limits and the 
Ultimate One seems to be without limits. 
Stating that the limitless is beyond limits 
can itself be the basis for meditation. 


In July: George Davis Newbury 

Peter Day Somerset District Harry Long Norwich District 
Keith Towersey Harpenden Raymond Manton Spalding 

In September: Doris Rogers Wallasey 

Don Cullen Melton Mowbray Frank Russell Graeme 

Sybil Shipman Sutton-on-Sea Sidney Ruck Tonbridge 
Doris Turner Morecambe Not previously recorded: 

In October: Gladys Gwyn-Jones Harpenden 
Keith Brownbill Halton Mabel Holder Cadsall 
Kathleen Coultrip S.E.Region Ernest Ostler Durdham Down 
Mary Crookall S.E.Essex Molly Turner Hitchin 


ALISON HOUSE » 


Alison House = 

was named after 

Alison Macfie, 

founder of the 

Toc H Women's 3 Ta 
Association. It has è aie ay A al ones 
been welcoming R É yout 
members and friends for i 

30 years. Many still go, and love it. It offers: 


e The warmth and welcome of Bill and Dorothy 
Pepper and their staff 

e The comfort of the house itself and the beauty of 
the extensive gardens 

e The lovely Derbyshire countryside 

e The companionship of those who share the house 
with you 

Why not join one of the Holiday Weeks, or take part in 

one of the activities on offer, or use the house as a 

centre for exploring the area. Or gather a group of 

friends and arrange your own programme. 


No shopping, no cooking, no washing up, no 
housework! Why not give it a try? 


For details write or ring Bill Pepper at: 
Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford, Derbyshire 
DE4 3RH. Tel; 01629 - 822316. 


MIKE LYDDIARD 


During the Memorial Service for Mike Lyddiard, held 

at All Hallows Church on 2nd October, a moving tribute 
to Mike was given by Margaret Winstanley, who was 
Mike’s personal assistant throughout his time with 
Toc H. Any reader wishing to have a copy of what 
Margaret said may obtain one by writing to her at 
Central Services... and a stamped and addressed 
envelope would help. 


NEW DIRECTOR 


During Central Council, Ann Puddicombe, for the CEC, 
reported that the advertisement in ‘The Guardian’ had 
brought forth 23 responses, and that final interviews would 
be held shortly. If an appointment is made, there will be a 
special meeting of Central Council to confirm the appointment 
(as required by Standing Orders) early in the Spring. 


FAITHS IN FRIENDSHIP 


Vera Harley, who was General Secretary of the Toc H 
Women's Association when the two Movements 
merged in 1971, has written a book called Faiths in 
Friendship. It records her 25 years with the World 
Congress of Faiths, of which she is a Vice-President. 
Members may well find this of interest, not least 
because of its references to Toc H. 

It is available from: 

World Congress of Faiths HQ, 2 Market Street, 
Oxford OX1 3EF Price £3 per copy or £5 for two. 


ed i. 
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HELP - TOC H SHOPS 


Toc H is committed to running charity shops in 
Bridlington and Boscombe. It wants to see these shops 
financially successful and contributing to Family Purse. 
If possible, we shall expand across the country. 


At present trading is limited owing to a shortage of 
saleable goods. Each shop needs hundreds of items 
each week. Can you help? 


Can you collect suitable goods from friends, family or 
the general public, and temporarily store them for 
collection and onward transit? This can be a ‘one-off’ 
or a regular event. 


If you feel you can help at all, as collector, storer or 
transporter, please contact any member of the shops 
team, either direct (if you are near to them) or via 
Central Services They are: 


Janet Clay, Julian Ranson, Peter Smith, Jack and Pat 
Turner, Jeremy Topham. 


LIBRARY BOOK 
TROLLEYS 


Hazel Green Branch has a number of purpose-built 
library-book trolleys for taking books to the bedside. 
They hold between 200 and 300 books. They are 
offering four of these, FREE, to any branch or 
branches that can use them. 


Haze! Grove can also, if required, deliver them full of 
books - if a branch is thinking of launching a library 
service. The trolleys will fit into a hatchback car. 


If interested, please contact 
Edward Pym, Secretary of Hazel 
Grove Branch, on 01625 - 871803, 
or write to him at Broadoak, 

2 Hope Green Way, Adlington, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NR. 


CENTRAL SERVICES 


The staff at Central Services are as follows. Each 
officer has a direct line, so where possible please try 
to dial direct to them. An asterisk (*) denotes a part- 
time post 


Director (to be appointed) 01296 - 626210 
Wendover Community Press 

(Michael Tomlinson) 

Julle Murray (Grants/Appeals officer) 

Hazel Scarlett (Membership Secretary) 
Michael Tomlinson (Administrative Assistant) 
Margaret Winstanley (P/A to the Director) 
Sally Courtney (Senior Accounts Clerk) - 626208 
Angela Gregory (Administrative Manager) - 626209 
Tony McMullen (Accounts Clerk) + - 626211 


- 626201 
- 626203 
- 626205 
- 626206 
- 626207 


General Enquiries/Switchboard 01296 - 623911 
Fax - 696137 
Royal Albert Hall Box enquiries - 623158 
Bucks Friendship Circles 


gill Wingrove and Pam Johnson) - 624805 
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